Books for the Border Mission Trip
July 10-15, 2010

On July 10, 2010, 33 of us left Warren, Texas for Rio Grande City for a long-awaited mission trip.  This trip was a collaboration of FBC, Warren and other churches in our association and was made possible by many donations, for which we are truly grateful.  The group was made up of 29 from FBC, Warren; 2 from FBC, Liberty; 1 from Barnum Baptist and 1 from Fairview Baptist.  We were all excited, but we could not imagine the adventure we were about to have and the way we would see the hand of God working in all things, both expected and unexpected!

We attended church services Sunday morning at Living Word Church in Alto Bonita, a small town about 10 miles from Rio Grande City.  We sang praises to God for about an hour, standing all the time, which was very different from the church services at home.  Pastor Ralph preached to the adults while all the children went to their own church service.  The church fed us lunch, which was the first of 3 delicious meals they provided for us.  As we fellowshipped together, they made us aware that the water from the Rio Grande River was rising and there was a possibility of flooding in the area.  So, the unexpected was beginning to happen.

Sunday evening was the Book Fair.  We took down all the chairs in the sanctuary and started setting up right after lunch.  The 50 brightly-colored bookcases that FBC, Warren (with much help from our association) had made looked beautiful!  We had nice book bags provided by Literacy Connexxus and 10 books to put in each bag.  We also had a huge table full of used books that had been donated.  There was a craft center where everyone could make a bookmark, a tattoo booth, music and a reading center where they could hear a story being read.  We had all kinds of peel-off things so the families could decorate and put a personal touch to their bookcase.  It was a great evening and the families were so thankful for everything.

Monday we divided into teams.  Part of the group went to paint a house that was in very bad shape.  The lady who lived there had been on dialysis for 5 years.  It looked beautiful 2 days later and she was thrilled with the new look.  The rest of the group stayed at the church to help with a medical clinic and get ready for afternoon VBS.  We had 2 nurses with us who did blood pressure checks, blood sugar checks, took pulse rates and other things.  Each person was given a sheet with their information along with normal ranges for blood pressure and blood sugar and suggestions on how to lower rates and also signs to look for that would indicate high rates.  If their rate was high, we suggested that they see a doctor.  We also gave out many hygiene supplies that had been donated by our association.

While our two groups were busy doing their thing, we got a message that there was a family that needed help getting things out of their home.  The water was rising and starting to surround their place.  So, unexpectedly, we had to pull some people from the paint crew to help with the evacuation.  This was just the beginning.  We helped several families move that day and until our trip was over.  We heard water was being given away in Laredo.  By now, the water had been shut off in the town, so there was a critical need for it.  Two of our men, along with the pastor, took our big 12 x 20 trailer, went to Laredo and filled it to the top with free cases of water.  The next day we went back and got free food and water.  Unexpectedly, our trailer was used for much more than transporting our things to the valley!  We distributed all the water and food from the church parking lot.  It was amazing to see how fast the word spread that it was there.  The line down the highway was very, very long.  What a blessing to be able to help these people in this time of crisis.
We held VBS on Monday and Tuesday.  We had about 90 children the first afternoon and 180 the second afternoon!  We had to make several changes in our plan, but everything worked out fine and the children really seemed to enjoy all of it.  We cancelled the last day of VBS on Wednesday because we were busy taking care of the needs of the people who were flooded, but we did have clothing distribution Wednesday morning and a big Block Party Wednesday night.  Again, the sanctuary was cleared and all the clothing was set out on tables.  We had many, many people who came for clothing.  The Block Party started at 6 p.m.  We had 4 bounce houses, face painting, crafts, sports and lots of popcorn, snow cones, cotton candy, nachos and Kool-Aid.  There were over 200 children there and they had a wonderful time.  After the Block Party, we formed a big circle of prayer and thanked God for all He had helped us to do during this time.

In everything that we did, the people from Living Word Church were right beside us.  They are truly a New Testament church ministering to the needs of their people 24/7.  We were blessed to be a small part of their ministry and they will be in our prayers always.  As we left the town on Thursday morning, we received a text that the area where we had been had been declared a mandatory evacuation area and within 24 hours there was three feet of water and many homes were flooded.  The church was high and dry and a lot of their people were sleeping at the church.  So, we feel God sent us there for a special purpose at a particular time and God moved us out of there when He did so that we would be safe.  What an awesome God we serve!
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